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Preface 
This workshop was organized to 

examine certain salient features of the 
pathology of a few common species of 
mollusks . Those participating included 
marine biologists, invertebrate zoolo­
gists and pathologists, and a number of 
vertebrate pathologists with a special 
interest in the comparative aspects of 
disease. 
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Mollusks are of considerable econo­
mic importance in the fishing industry 
and, collectively, appear to be a major 
and sensitive indicator of the quality of 
the offshore marine environment. Thus 
it is important to learn more about the 
various proliferative lesions that are 
increasingly encountered in specimens 
taken from heavily polluted coastal 
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waters . The key question. of course. is 
whether such lesions are "true" neo­
plasms, capable of autonomous growth. 
tissue invasion, metastases. and ulti­
mate destruction of the host, or simply 
tissue responses to injury that are 
characterized by regenerative prolifer­
ation of cells. 
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